don'l you know? ancther woice breaks
in. “That be |10 Stewan’s boys.”

Sevi i1 qurns oasl that ot ien’t & war. 0
ian't even an comergeney. 10 just Shenifl
J.1, Srewart of Catoosa County, Goor-
gia, saving time while obliging photog-
rapher Humphrey Sutton and me by
runmang up o the Tennewee line 5o we
can getl 3 group photo—eight white
Crans Ams, nime depatics, and the sher-
f, posed i fromt of a sign that reads,
“Wiekoomee D li'.n.'urgu. State of Adven-
mre.” The sign secmed more than ap-
propriate and the smbulance, well, the
ambulance just happened by in Eme to
lewd thee parade

Barney Creech isn't the firsg tnacker
i b "|.|||.|l| amarcd' " by ihe 1-Iﬂ|1| of a
'vans Am painted up like a pamrol car,
though he may be among the first o ace
all cight of them at one tme, Folls who
live im northwest Laeor ‘Ii mnd souih-
cential Tenneises have booome B0Oas:
wmed 1o the kbea of smokeys m sports
cars, and o many of them, Sherifl |.D
Siewart is a source of local prde and
nearly a living legend,

1 munsd ackonit that, indtially, the sdea of
a sherills posse in Trans Ams scemed
plawsible only in a Burt Reynolds moy-
v, Bast then Sherifl Stewart and his dep-
wiies might have come right oul of a
Burt Reynolds movie, They not only
falfilled, but also eclipsed cvery Eantasy
I"ve had abouot the " good-ole-boy,."
Thamder Kowd, Lail Awmerwan Hero, rom-
runmin’ Sowth, And it iurns out that
Stewart isn't just a sherill, he's o funeral
direetor, o0, And be's also the ks of
anciher source af Catoosa County
pride: ]I, Jr., a ET0-pounder who runs
the 50 in five secomsds flat, is hkely o be
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playing center for the Dallas Cowhaoys
alfier one more year of college, and is
kmown affeciionately ax June Basg,

“The rum-rannan’ is pretly much over
now.” The shenifl, a teetotaler, akes &
long pull on his koed tea in the bar of
ihe Choo Clso Read House m Chatta-
ncga. ~We gol the last of the Sulton
boys back in the carly Siwites,” he muis-
o8, sounding a lititke sad about b, 1 had
to supply my own car in them days, and
[ ran & GTO,™ he says n Fesponse (0o my
question about what bed him g0 Trans
Ama, 1 always liked Pontiscs. They give
me good service, 80 've stuck with “em
ever since.”

When he came out of the navy in
1946, he speent ten and & hall years as a
Georgia stale irooper. ““We rode mo-
tars back then, Harleys, and drove "46,
‘47, and 48 Fords" He leans back in
his chair like a poker player who's just
lasd cown a winning hand. “You know
thee beest patrod car | ever drove? Before
my GTO, 1 mean?™ He bends close
scroas the comer of the table, bringeng
mir eye 1o eye with his dizmond-studded
Shriner's tie ack, and pauses drama-
cally. “A "#0 Ford coupe.”

“Bant why Trans Ams®" | ask, l'trl'il'lg
a lintle seli-conscioun about spping the
vodka and vonic 1'd ordered beflare |

wal prvy Lo e sheemfl s wwswcs dEn I|-;||.1|-r
and s consumplen

“Well, of opcTales -.I|.r,:|||. amd it don’t
ke you all day 1o get there. Jusi hks
any sporis car, it don’t kill you to drive
i, You bet up on the gas and 'l pull
back so you don't have Do ase the brakes
#o much.” He winks st me and takes an-
ol LUH ol dced tea. “"Now tha GTO
was guiiy, but you needed two hands
and three feet 1o beep it an the rosad, |
o] that out one night runnin” [unsor
Johnsan over on ihe Tenncisce wilde

“The Junior [ohomion

“He's a good ole boy and a pretiy
good sport,” The sherill winks agan
“He took oul about o doren manlboxes
over om e Fast Ridge before we was
Ehlul:gh .

“But how do the 1azpayers feel abou
thee Trams Ams" 1'm irying 10 get ol the
obvious queslion without comng o]
like Howard Cosell

“*Hell, they should be happy.” He
grana wiith sstisfactsen. 1 go rght to ihe
top ai Pontiac and get the best deals. A
patrol car should be the ulomate. We
asked Pontiac 1o ix us up with a Le
Mans police package that'd give us what
we need, bast they couldn’t do it withaoa
vinlating the emissions standards. 5o
they said, why dont you take Trans
Amis., We sand we ooubin allford 'em
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