T'he Sheriff of Catoosa County

Or, One more last American hero, yes!

* Independent truckers, protesting the
skyrocketing price of diesel fuel, have
just called ofl their blockade of truck
itops along Interstate 75. Barney
Creech and his Kenworth are rolling
sgamn, heading month toward Chatizneon-
ga and the Tenmeaser line, slightly over
load limin with structural steel, He's
shightly over the speed limit, edging up
on 70, irying o make up some of the
s hee Doar ter e blocksdes, He's feel-
ing the tenvion dissolve, getting back
it the rhythm of the road, when he
sees the Mashing red light in his mirrors
Hia stomach ughiens maomentanly, then

BY DAM GERRER

eades a8 he discerns B's .r_-.nlr an armbig-
lance. The ambulance passes. He smiles
with relscl and settles back behind the
wheel. Then suddenly the smile fades. A
white Fontiac Trans Am, the word
“ahendl™ emblazoned above its rear
spoiler, blasts past him at slightly more
than 100 miles per hour. Instinctively,
he lifits his foot and reaches for his CB
mike to warn his brother truckers
abhead. But before he is able 1o get the
Loty o a8 o, novelis, ond freelomes jowr-
T T N R e S
the Lo many fimes, bl mever in Grorpia,

button down, Channel 19 is Nooded

“Jesus Chirisa, it rouse be g war. Smaok-
eyt in clusters, must be a hundred of
"em, hesdin® toward that carpet city.”

Before he Ecis huis muike bk of Lhe
hook, ancther white Trans Am slipa
jpast, s pipes blating ke a Grand Na-
onal stocker, then ancther and anoth-
er. Lap, rap, xap. He's fuirly certain he's
counted exght in all. He's fecling a lsitle
dirry. He could have more casily adyusi
ed 1o UPOs. He grabs the make agam
“County mowuntes i Trans Amas, Can
vou believe it '

“Hell, this'd be Catoosa County,




